The present Special Issue (SI) of Environmental Science and Pollution Research (ESPR) highlights a selection of 14 peer reviewed papers on the topic related to environmental pollution, toxicity and risk assessment, environmental contaminant treatment, and sludge treatment technology that were formally presented at the 3rd International Conference on Water Resources and Environment (WRE 2017 , Qingdao, 26-29, June 2017 . WRE is an annually held conference, which covers the topics of water resources management, water policies and planning, sustainability and water, water pollution, water and wastewater treatment, aquatic ecosystems, sustainable drainage, groundwater, and wetland systems. Since the first WRE conference debuted in 2015, Beijing, WRE conferences have been successfully held in Shanghai (2016), Qingdao (2017), Kaohsiung (2018), and Macau (2019) in the past five years (http://www. wreconf.org/index.html).
Although the articles included in this Special Issue of ESPR were based on which the authors originally presented at the WRE conference, their manuscripts may have been extensively revised after they have gone through the regular peer-review process. Overall, the publication quality and readability of the manuscripts have been improved by taking a rebuttal from responding the reviewers' comments. A brief introduction of these papers is as follows and the GE believes that the readers of ESPR will be interested in the research they highlighted: Pseudomonas aeruginosa into artificial wastewater to achieve biofouling, they revealed that the build-up of higher cell counts and biofilm thickness, especially for the dead cells, led to an adverse impact on the retention of PhAC; however, the higher concentration of extracellular polymeric substances on the membrane surface in the later stage of biofouling resulted in an increase in PhAC retention. & An innovative sludge pretreatment technology proposed by Mei et al. (2018) enable effective impurities removal from primary sludge using non-woven micromesh. & Zhang and Li 2017 highlight the feature of low-organiccontent sludge digestion, and explain its intrinsic mechanism of deterioration effect on energy recovery. The authors suggested the sludge with an organic content lower than 50% might not be feasibly to recover energy via mono digestion.
The GE of this SI is grateful to the Editor-in-Chief (Prof. Philippe Garrigues) and editors of ESPR (Prof. Bingcai Pan, Prof. Diane Purchase, Prof. Marcus Schulz, and Prof. Angeles Blanco) for handling the reviewing process, and the Editorial Assistant of ESPR, Ms. Fanny Creusot and Ms. Florence Delavaud, for providing the opportunity and assistances for publishing this Special Issue. A special appreciation goes to WRE2017 Conference Secretary, Ms. Mengqin Chen, for initiating the publication of Special Issue and communicating with ESPR editorial office. Last but not least, the GE thank all the reviewers for their advices and critical comments on the manuscripts, and all the authors contributing their works to this Special Issue.
